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HIGH NOTES

Haskew, Board President, “We are thrilled
with the positive response from donors.”
The Conductor’s Circle replaced the
Conductor’s Club and was developed with
input from current donors. Each level offers
two complimentary invitations to exclusive
events that provide members with unique
and intimate opportunities to mingle with
musicians, guest artists, and other
Conductor’s Circle members.

2005–2006
Spring

In January the Symphony launched its
new Conductor’s Circle program, offer-
ing exclusive events and recognition for

the Symphony’s major supporters who make
a contribution to the annual fund during
the Symphony’s fiscal year (from August 1
through July 31). “The Board of Directors
created this special program to offer our
supporters year-round recognition and
access to exclusive events,” explained Ralph

New Conductor’s Circle Debuts

News and Notes from Barry

Are you ready for
intrigue, love,
passion and

romance? Maybe the
experience of hearing
the full forces of the
California Symphony
unleashed in a program

that includes Strauss’ Don Juan, Ravel’s
Bolero and Barber’s rarely heard Music From
a Scene By Shelley? How about the opportu-
nity to hear the orchestral debut of the

California Guitar Trio performing the world
premiere of Jon Anderson’s Concerto Uno
written especially for them? Yes (no pun
intended), this is the same Jon Anderson
who is the lead singer for the rock group
“Yes.” I hope you will join us as we con-
clude our 19th season and look forward to
celebrating our 20th.

The California Symphony is proud of
its reputation as a springboard for young
artists and composers, so what better way to
open the 20th season than with prodigies. continued on page 7

Peng-Peng Gong (age 13) and Conrad Tao
(age 11) will appear in their West Coast
professional orchestral debuts performing
Mozart’s Concerto for Two Pianos and

���
continued on page 6

If you would like to join next year’s
Conductor’s Circle or need more informa-
tion please feel free to call Judith Parker at
(925) 280-2490.

2006-07 CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE 
MEMBER BENEFITS
Complimentary Tickets for Two 
to the following Conductor’s Circle Events

Bronze Level – $1,250
• Open Rehearsal & Special Reception
• One Guest Artist Reception
• One Conductor’s Circle Post-Concert

Reception
• Complimentary Drinks at Each Concert
• Symphony Newsletter for Behind-the-

Scenes Glance
• Advance Notice of Symphony Events

with Early Purchasing Privileges
• Acknowledgment in Symphony Concert 
Program & Newsletter 

Silver Level – $2,500
All benefits listed above, plus . . . 

California Guitar Trio

Conductor’s Circle members backstage with Guest Artist: Kay Lilja, Karin Eames, Lara St. John, Violinist, Robert Lilja (behind), Amelia & John Nuckolls



It’s hard to believe
that I am now fin-
ishing my fifth sea-

son with the
California Symphony,
and what a year it has
been! I continue to
feel so fortunate to be
able to work in such
an incredible organiza-

tion with such dedicated musicians, volun-
teers, patrons, and staff. The 2005-06 season
was another year of artistic successes, includ-
ing the world premiere of the final composi-
tion by our Young American Composer-in-
Residence Kevin Beavers; the professional
orchestral debut of local favorite piano prodi-
gy, Chloe Pang; a popular suite of American
Waltzes; and performances by world class
artists Lara St. John, Alisa Weilerstein and
Chee-Yun. The May concert will be a spec-
tacular season finale featuring world premiere
pieces performed by California Guitar Trio, as
well as Ravel’s Bolero.

In addition, the Symphony continued its
acclaimed education and outreach programs,
including Music-in-the-Schools (MIS) and the
free community concerts. This year nearly
4,300 students participated in MIS, and the
seven participating schools represented the
communities of Concord, Pittsburg, San
Ramon, Lafayette, and Pleasant Hill. This
year marked the 6th Annual Pops on the Plaza
concert in Concord, and the first ever Bishop
Ranch Symphony in the Park in San Ramon.
Nearly 5,000 people attended both concerts,
and many audience members experienced the
Symphony for the first time. In addition,
thanks to the generous support from the host
cities, Sunset Development and many other
generous sponsors, the two concerts were
fully funded. The next Pops on the Plaza is
scheduled for September 16, 2006 and Bishop
Ranch Symphony in the Park will take place
September 17, 2006.

During 2005-06 the Symphony also
made significant strides organizationally. Last
Spring, the Board, staff and musicians partici-
pated in an all-day session focused on the
Symphony’s past accomplishments and goals
for the future. The Planning Committee took
the work from the retreat and developed the
following three main goals: 1) To achieve
financial stability 2) To ensure a full, strong
Board with working committees, and 3) To
ensure that the California Symphony is the
definitive organization in the market by
broadening community awareness and partic-

ipation. The Board and staff incorporated
these goals into all activities this season
through the hard work of the Nominating,
Fund Development, Marketing and Special
Event committees, which meant that the
organization was working toward common
strategic goals.

The Symphony strengthened the Board
by adding several new Board members this
past year including: Jean Blomberg, City
National Bank; Sal Evola, Discovery Builders;
Pat Vitucci, AIG Financial Advisors; Peter
Wilson, Dean of the Concord Campus of Cal
State East Bay; and Michael Weiner, retired
Physician. Strengthening the Board puts the
Symphony in a better position to increase its
contributed revenue as well as corporate
sponsorships. In addition, the High Cs
Friends of the Symphony group continues to
provide an opportunity for high level corpo-
rate executives to participate in the
Symphony. 

The Fund Development Council has also
been hard at work this year focusing on ways
to grow the Symphony’s income base. One of
the great accomplishments this season was the
creation of the new Conductor’s Circle, a
membership group for donors who con-
tribute $1,250 or more. In addition, the
committee concentrated on the Symphony’s
Corporate Sponsorship program with great
success—this year marked the first time that
the subscription season was fully sponsored,
with a season sponsor as well as four concert

From the Executive Director: Year in Review

2

sponsorships. The Symphony’s special events
have also been great successes thanks in large
part to sponsorship support: the Symphony
Ball drew support from 29 table sponsors;
there was a first-ever sponsored Salon concert
in January; and the upcoming 7th Annual
Virtuoso event will now have a lead sponsor. 

Meanwhile, the Marketing Committee
and the Board have been focused not only on
ensuring that the 2005-06 season is well-
attended and a critical success, but also on
planning for the Symphony’s upcoming 20th
Anniversary Season. It is a remarkable
achievement to have reached its 20th year,
and the Symphony plans to capitalize on this
landmark by recapping its past accomplish-
ments, strengths and greatest assets, especially
its supporters, patrons and artists. 

Finally, while the Symphony is proud to
celebrate 20 years, it is looking beyond that,
and planning on expanding its performances
to better accomplish its mission of touching

as many lives in as many communities as pos-
sible. We are now exploring opportunities to
perform in other communities such as
Antioch, Pittsburg and Livermore.

Thank you for all you have done to help
the Symphony accomplish so much in the
past 20 years. I look forward to celebrating
the 20th Birthday with all of you next season!

Best regards,

Thank you to our concert sponsors: 
Bank of America, Michael Stead
Porsche, Citation Northern, City
National Bank, and KPMG 

For the first time the Symphony has 
procured a corporate sponsor for each 
of its four subscription concerts.
“Sponsorships allow the Symphony to
keep ticket prices accessible to the pub-
lic,” stated Carlotta Dathe, Fund
Development Council Chairman, “and
support our educational outreach pro-
grams that enhance the quality of life in
our community.” 

The January concert was sponsored by
Citation Northern in honor of Dennis
and Myrna Cheney’s first grandchild,
Nate McRae Cheney, and his parents,
Mike and Noel Cheney.

City National Bank sponsored the March
12 and 14 concerts as well as the March 13
Dinner with guest artists Chee-Yun and
Alisa Weilerstein held at Massimo
Ristorante. KPMG has committed once
again to sponsor our season finale concerts
on May 7 & 9th.

Thank you again to Bank of America our
2005-06 Season sponsor and October 16
and 18 concert sponsor Michael Stead
Porsche.

Barry Jekowsky joins Nate McRae Cheney with proud parents Noel
and Mike Cheney and grandparents Dennis & Myrna Cheney



VIRTUOSO
COMMITTEE
Mary Ann Carter, 

Co-Chairman

Liz Silva, Co-Chairman
Mike and Sue Sudia, 

Co-Chairmen

Steering Committee
Janet Brennan
Elaina Birnbaum
Toby Brink
Carlotta Dathe
Madeleine Hudgins
Rod Mickels

Judith Parker
Janet-marie Petric
Stacey Street
Janet Sweeney
Greg & Ann Welch
Max Wolfe

Committee Members
Cara Addison
Joyce Boehmert
J.T. Burgess
Caroleigh Casebolt
Trudy Clawson
Rosemary Daniel
Bernice Greene
Marilyn Hughes

Lois Jensen
Marsha Joy
Teddi Kennelly
Joanne Killam
Yolanda Kollar
Rosemarie Kramer
Adrienne Morrison
Susan Moses
Audrey Rath
Fran Schroder
Barb Stallings
Marie Stokes
Ruth Waterman
Muriel Wilson
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Save the Date! The seventh annual Virtuoso Wine and Food Classic will be
held on Sunday, May 21, 2006, at the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa. The spe-
cial honorees for Virtuoso will be Theodore and Elizabeth Schmidt, for their

invaluable dedication and service to the California Symphony. We are thrilled to
welcome AIG Financial Advisors as our Lead sponsor.

Narsai David, TV and radio personality, columnist, and internationally distin-
guished food and wine connoisseur, returns as Master of Ceremonies.
Internationally famous auctioneer David Reynolds will oversee the Live Auction
which will feature unique wine verticals, large-format bottles, chef dinners and
exotic getaways such as a week in Anguilla and Two Days at the Maserati Race
Course in Parma, Italy.

All proceeds from the event support the California Symphony and its highly
acclaimed Music-in-the-Schools program.

This year’s event will feature tastings from renowned wineries and restaurants
including those listed to the right.

Seventh Annual Virtuoso
Wine and Food Classic 
Set for May 21

RESTAURANTS
Il Fornaio
Il Pavone
La Finestra Ristorante
Left Bank Brasserie
Massimo Ristorante
Mudd’s Restaurant
Prima Ristorante
The Duck Club 
The Peasant and the Pear

WINERIES
Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards and Winery
Grgich Hills Cellar
Grove Street Winery/

Peter Paul Wines
John Christopher Cellars
Jordan Vineyard & Winery
La Rochelle Winery
Silkwood Wines
The Steven Kent Winery

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING 
EARLY BIRD SPONSORS

Imperial Sponsor 
AIG Financial Advisors

Jeroboam
InVision Communications

Magnum
CharterHouse Finance and Real Estate Group
WineStyles

Patron Table Sponsors
Janet Brennan & David Lodder
Ralph & Loella Haskew
Hardy & Paula Miller
Mt. Diablo National Bank
Ted & Elizabeth Schmidt

California Symphony presents

2006 Family Concert 
&

Instrument Petting Zoo
Sunday, May 7, 2006 at 1:30pm • Hofmann Theater

$5 children • $10 adults

www.californiasymphony.org

Five musicians involved with the 
Music-in-the-Schools program 

introduce music and the variety of
instruments in the orchestra.

Following the concert is the 
Instrument Petting Zoo (sponsored 
by Best Music of Oakland), where 

children of all ages can try the 
various instruments of the 

orchestra seen on stage.

For tickets, please call the 
Dean Lesher Regional Center 

for the Arts Box Office 
at (925) 943-SHOW (7469)

For more information, please 
contact Elaina Birnbaum at the

Symphony office at (925) 280-2490 
or at elaina@californiasymphony.org.
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Symphony Salons –
Exquisite Music &
Elegant Settings
This year marks our fifth season for our pop-
ular Symphony Salon series. Salon perform-
ances are intimate musical performances fea-
turing ensembles of California Symphony
musicians and are held in private homes.
Guests have the opportunity to enjoy a won-
derful program of beautiful music in some of
our area’s most elegant homes. 

The Symphony held its first Winter
Salon on January 24th at the beautiful home
of Ron and Clarice Lodder and was spon-
sored by Janet Brennan and David Lodder,
Strategic Investment Group. More than 50
guests were entertained by Principal Harpist,
Karen Gottlieb and Acting Principal Flutist,
Janet Ketchum.

Three Summer Salon Programs are
being planned for 2006 and invitations will
be mailed in late April. We are grateful to
Discovery Builders who will be a Summer
Salon sponsor. If you would like to host or
sponsor a concert please call Elaina Birnbaum
at (925) 280-2490.

Free Community
Concerts in
Concord and 
San Ramon
The Symphony will again present two free
community concerts:

• Saturday, September 16, 2006, 6:00 pm
7th Annual Pops on the Plaza
in Todos Santos Plaza in Concord

• Sunday, September 17, 2006, 5:30 pm
2nd Annual Bishop Ranch Symphony 
in the Park in San Ramon

This year’s concerts will be back to back
with the Pops concert for the first time on a
Saturday and the Bishop Ranch concert on a
Sunday. Maestro Barry Jekowsky is planning
a great program with something for everyone
including Disney, Pops, and patriotic and
classical favorites. More than 7,000 people are
expected to attend the two concerts. For
many audience members these concerts are
their only opportunity to experience the
California Symphony. Many are senior citi-
zens and families with young children.

These concerts are made possible through
generous underwriting from the host cities,
foundations and local businesses. The City of
Concord and the Dean & Margaret Lesher
Foundation are major funders for the Pops
concert in Concord; the City of San Ramon
and Bishop Ranch are founding sponsors for
the Bishop Ranch concert. The Contra Costa
Times, Classical 102.1 KDFC, and the East
Bay Business Times will be providing media
sponsorships. Sponsorships are still needed
to ensure the concerts are fully funded.
Sponsorships range from $5,000 to $25,000
for one or both concerts. For more informa-
tion call Judith Parker at 925-280-2490.

Your Car 
Can Make
Beautiful Music
It’s easy to support the California Symphony
by donating that unneeded car, boat, truck or
RV. Simply call 1-888-6TO-GIVE (1-888-
686-4483), or go to our website at www.cali-
forniasymphony.org/donations and click on
the “hassle free automobile donations” link.
Most vehicles are accepted, running or not.
Once your vehicle is accepted, Car Donation
Services will mail you a donation packet,
which includes the necessary DMV forms
and your donation receipt. CDS will then
arrange to pick up your vehicle. If it is urgent,
CDS can sometimes pick up your vehicle the
same day. All this at no cost to you!

Why go through the hassles of selling
your vehicle? With one phone call you can
donate that vehicle, which will provide us
with much needed funds! We accept all kinds
of vehicles from a 1986 Chevy Astro to a
2002 Lincoln Town Car, for example. We
also accept trucks, motorcycles, jet skis, sail
and power boats, trailers and RVs! To donate
simply call 1-888-686-4483 and tell them
you want to donate your vehicle to the SYM-
PHONY!

Car Donation Services, Inc. is a locally
owned and operated company that has been
in business for 16 years. CDS uses multiple
selling techniques that result in a higher aver-
age selling price than the industry average.
This means larger proceeds to the Symphony,
and a better tax write- off for you. Your vehi-
cle can make beautiful music! Call today! 
1-888-686-4483.

Top, left: Board members Barb Stallings, Yolanda Kollar, and
Michael Weiner serve drinks at the donor reception. Top, right:
Reception guests Bryant and Inge Bennett. Bottom: Reception
guests Jack & Phyliss Kalivoda with Pete and Angie Coffee.

Donor Thank You
Reception Held at
Left Bank 
Each year the Board of Directors host a
special reception to thank all the loyal
donors who support the Symphony
throughout the year with a contribution of
$250 or more. More than 75 guests
enjoyed wine and savories provided by Left
Bank and music by pianist Larry Dunlap.
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The Fifteenth Annual Ball, La
Maschera e La Musica was held at
the Diablo Country Club on

November 5, 2005. More than 300 guests,
dressed in carnival attire and colorful masks
delighted in the Carnevale di Venezia theme,
the fabulous food and ambiance of the
Diablo Country Club, the exciting Silent
and Live Auctions and, of course, the won-
derful Symphony Orchestra led by Maestro
Barry Jekowsky.

Thanks to the generous sponsors and
auction bidders, the event helped to raise
more than $115,000 of vitally needed funds
to support the California Symphony’s artis-
tic, educational and community outreach
programs. The Ball also honored Stephen
and Jane Roath for their many years of sup-
port to the Symphony. A special thanks
goes to the Ball Co-Chairmen Paula Miller
and Janet-marie Petric, and their hardwork-
ing committee: Leslie Artis-Gan, Décor
Chairman; Carlotta R. Dathe, Menu and
Reservations Chairman; Loella Haskew,
Entertainment Chairman; Dennis
McCormac, Auctioneer; Kaycee McKenzie,
Event Consultant; Devin Shane Muldoon,

Art Director; Helen M. Allen, Mary Ann
Carter, Myrna Cheney, Yolanda Kollar, and
Dawn Marie Yates.

Mark your calendars now to join us
this year for the 16th Annual California

Symphony Ball to be held on Saturday,
November 4, 2006 at the Blackhawk
Museum. This Ball will commemorate the
California Symphony’s 20th Anniversary. 

“The Symphony family has been told
that La Machera e La Musica was absolutely
the most amazing production in our 
history,” states Janet-marie Petric, Ball

Chairman. “All I can say is, ‘Hang on to
your hats, folks! 
The best is yet to come.’ We welcome any
and all who are willing to roll up their
sleeves to assist us in making our

16th Annual Symphony Ball the talk of the
East Bay. We have plenty of room for new
talent and energetic volunteers.” Please 
contact the Symphony at (925) 280-2490 if
you are interested in being involved.

Thank you to our
generous Ball
Sponsors & Donors 

$10,000 Gold Doge 
Table Sponsors
Centex Homes
Dennis & Myrna Cheney
Discovery Homes
Silvio & Mary Garaventa

Family Foundation
Ralph & Loella Haskew
Ken & Jean Hofmann
Wells Fargo Bank

$5,500 Silver Doge 
Table Sponsors
Bill & Navid Armstrong
Blanding, Boyer & Rockwell,

LLP
Jed & Rosemary Daniel
DeNova Homes
William M. Eames &

Associates
Silvio & Mary Garaventa

Family Foundation
KB Homes
Robert & Elisabeth Matthews
Steve & Jane Roath
Shapell Homes
Barclay & Sharon Simpson
Standard Pacific

$4,000 Bronze Doge 
Table Sponsors 
Castle Companies
Chevron
Anne Grodin/Fran Fiorentino
KPMG
Mt. Diablo National Bank
Hardy & Paula Miller
Steve & Jane Roath
Theodore & Elizabeth

Schmidt
Woody & Karen Teel

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

$1,000 Wine Sponsors
Paul & Janet-marie Petric
The Mechanics Bank

$500 Musician Sponsors
William & Luisa Hansen
Gary & Kathleen Ryness
William & Gailor Schmidt
Michael & Denise Weiner

Ball Donors 
Carlene & Steve Abbors
ABC Channel 7- Dan Ashley
Cookie Garaventa Adler
Alameda County Board of

Supervisors
Amici Italian Trattoria
George & Marcia Argyris

Leslie Artis-Gan
Victor Avdienko
Baci Café
Baci Seafood & Steakhouse 
Bay Area Glass Institute
Bellessa
Black Tie Transportation
Steve & Mayno Blanding
Jean Blomberg
Boaventura de Caires Winery
Bouchon
Cakebread Cellars
California Symphony
Casa Madrid
Castelli’s Restaurant
Cedar Creek Inn
City National Bank
Clos du Val Wine 

Company Ltd.
Contra Costa Sheriff 

Warren Rupf
Carlotta Dathe
Destination Hotels & Resorts
Diablo Country Club
Far Niente Winery
Festival Opera
Garibaldi’s on College
Garlic Di Pasta
Grissini Trattoria
Roxanne Hawkins
Hendry Ranch Winery
Hyatt Grand Champion

Resort & Spa

Hyatt Regency San Francisco
Airport

Il Fornaio
Il Pavone Inc.
Barry & Rosalind Jekowsky
Jumby Bay Island Resort
Yolanda Kollar
La Finestra
Manfred & Bernice Lindner
Robert & Carole Lowitz
Jack Lynn
Marcello’s Restaurant
Mahalo Grille
Massimo Ristorante
Mastercraft Jewelers
Giulia Mazzei
Kaycee McKenzie Mallery
Meritage House of

Photography
Rod Mickels
Paula & Hardy Miller
Michael Millman
Devin Shane Muldoon
Murrieta’s Well Winery
Oliveto Café & Restaurant
Janet-marie & Paul Petric
PRIMA Ristorante
Quality Framing & Arts
Quintessa Winery
Ed & Gwen Regalia
Renwood Winery
Reserve Wine Tours
Ristorante Amoroma

Ristorante Forli
Stephen & Jane Roath
Tom Rockwell
Round Hill Country Club
Ruby Hill Golf Club
Eric & Pamela Ryan
San Francisco Opera 
Save Mt. Diablo
Gailor & Bill Schmidt
Silver Oak Cellars
Silvestri Statuary
Percy Simpson
Barbara Stallings
Woody Teel
Studio 7 Fine Arts
The Living Desert
The Steven Kent Winery
The Wine Steward
Tiffany & Co.
Villagio Ristorante
Walnut Creek Marriott
White Crane
Wine Thieves
Steven Wolfe
Dawn Marie Yates
Zio Fraedo’s

2005 Symphony Ball a Great Success

Ball Honorees Stephen & Jane Roath, Stacey Street, Executive Director, Ralph
Haskew, President. 

Ball Co-chairmen Paula Miller & Janet-marie Petric



J. Kendall Anderson John Muir Mt. 
Diablo Health 
System 

Marcia Argyris McKesson 
Foundation 

John Armstrong Contra Costa 
Newspapers 

Linda Best Contra Costa 
Council 

Mike Billeci Wells Fargo & Co. 
George Bruns Giga-tronics Inc. 
Warren Bryant Longs Drug Stores 
Sid Corrie Corrie 

Development 
Brian Dowling Safeway 
Ed Downer III The Mechanics 

Bank 
Joe & Jackie Duffel Duffel Financial 

& Construction 
Mary Garaventa The Silvio & 

Mary Garaventa 
Family Foundation 

Linda Graebner 
Nancy Green Shennum Green Inc.
Jean and Ken Hofmann 

Jay Hoyer Walnut Creek 
Chamber 

Jim Kerrigan, III Walnut Creek 
Marriott 

Alex Mehran Sunset 
Development 

Rod Mickels InVision 
Communications 

Lou Miramontes KPMG LLP 
Esther Moran NMI Management 

& Training Services 
Kathleen Odne The Dean & 

Margaret Lesher 
Foundation 

Bill Rainey Longs Drug Stores 
Laree Renda Safeway Inc. 
Steve Roath Longs Drug Stores 

(retired) 
Percy Simpson Bank of America 
Robert Steinbach Winecentives, Inc. 
Craig Van Selow Mt. Diablo 

National Bank 
Michael Weiner Obstetrician 

(retired) 
Peggy White Diablo Regional 

Arts Association 

High Cs 2006 Members

• One Mid-Season Salon
Performance

• VIP Reception & Seating at a
Community Concert 

Gold Level – $5,000
All benefits listed above, plus . . . 
• Sponsorship of an Orchestra

Musician
• Backstage Mystique –

Champagne with Guest Artist

Platinum Level – $10,000
All benefits listed above, plus . . . 
• Elegant Season Finale Dinner

Conductor’s Circle Members
Cookie Garaventa Adler
George & Marcia Argyris
William & Navid Armstrong
Dan & Spalding Ashley
Bryant & Inga Bennett
Steve & Mayno Blanding
Irwin & Rita Blitt
Russell & Jean Blomberg
Philip Bush

Carolyn Butler
Dennis & Myrna Cheney
Paul & Judy Cortese
Janet Godfrey Cronin
Robert & Carlotta Dathe
Caroline Davies
Donald De la Cruz
Ed & Denise Del Beccaro
Gary & Carolyn Depolo
Karin Eames
William Eames
Mary Garaventa
Linda Graebner
Bernice Greene
General & Mrs. Jack Hancock
Ralph & Loella Haskew
Luman & Marilyn Hughes
Richard & Sally Ingraham
Richard & Sigrid Jarrett
Barry & Rosalind Jekowsky
William Jervis
Jack & Phyllis Kalivoda
Joanne Killam
Yolanda D. Kollar
Anthony & Elaine La Russa
William & Sally Lee
Robert & Kay Lilja
Robert & Carol Lowitz
Lowman & Sue McCarley

Alvin & Deborah Medvin
Maryam Mehran
Paula & Hardy Miller
Michael Millman
Kenneth & Barbara Morrissey
Paul & Janet-marie Petric
Michael Read
Ruth H. Reeves
Robert & Patricia Rezak
Stephen & Jane Roath
Tom & Noralee Rockwell
Ned & Ann Ryder
Gary & Kathleen

Ryness
Charles & Kathleen

Scanlan
Theodore & Elizabeth

Schmidt
Helene Schwartz
Percy & Cheryl

Simpson
Barclay & Sharon

Simpson
Michael & Cherie Soza
Leonard & Rita 

Sperry
Stacey Street & Jason

Anniballi
Lewis & Karen Teel

Douglas & Ruth Waterman
Michael & Denise Weiner
Sol & Janet Weingarten
Myrna & Robert Witt
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Wolfe
Samuel & Dawn Marie Yates

New Conductor’s Circle Debuts
(cont. from p. 1)

High Cs Friends of the Symphony
continues to attract business and
community leaders in its third

year. Members lend their creative ideas and
leadership and invite their peers to join the
Symphony’s circle of supporters. A Spring
and Fall special reception provide an oppor-
tunity for members to socialize and enjoy a
special musical program.

“As a High Cs member you can
acknowledge the value the Symphony deliv-
ers to the community, have input into their
future direction, and network with other
leaders within the community in a social
setting a couple times a year,” states High
Cs Chairman Steve Roath. It is a great
opportunity to be supportive without major
time and other commitments. Many thanks
to Ken and Tamera Anderson for hosting
the April 11th spring reception at their
home. Contact Judith Parker or Stacey
Street at (925) 280-2490 for more informa-
tion about High Cs membership.

High Cs Friends of the Symphony

California Symphony 
High Notes
The publication for subscribers and supporters 
of the California Symphony.

2005–2006 Season – Volume 2

Barry Jekowsky, Music Director
Stacey Street, Executive Director

Contributing Editor: Judith Parker
Design: Mark My Words

Photos: Harvey Brosler and Wentling Studio

© 2006 by California Symphony

877 Ygnacio Valley Road, Suite 200
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 280-2490; info@californiasymphony.org
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Notes from Barry
(cont. from p. 1)

Orchestra. These are two of the most
remarkable talents I have ever heard. 

In celebration of the California
Symphony’s 20th Birthday, we also cele-
brate the 15th anniversary of our Young
American Composer-in-Residence (YACR)
program by featuring one movement from
a new “Young American Composers Suite”
on nearly every concert. The suite will be
four movements long and will feature the
work of our YACR alumni—Chris
Theofanidis, Pierre Jalbert, Kevin Beavers
and Kevin Puts.

After much encouragement by my wife
Rosalind and my children, I will make my
personal concerto debut with the orchestra
in a percussion concerto by American
composer Michael Torke, Rapture “Skins
and Wood.” That’s correct—two sticks
instead of one (baton)! What a fun begin-
ning to a thrilling concert. The California
Symphony has performed American music
on every concert in its history and contin-
uing with this important tradition we will
make a major statement with Leonard
Bernstein’s (my mentor) “Age of Anxiety,”

Symphony No. 2 for Piano and Orchestra.
The excitement continues after intermis-
sion with Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7.

An international artist renowned for
her impassioned music making, technical
brilliance and compelling stage presence,
as well as one of the finest violinists I have
worked with, Anne Akiko Meyers is one of
the most sought after violinists performing
today, and she will perform the Barber
Violin Concerto with the California
Symphony in March. Also on this pro-
gram is Dvorak’s symphonic poem, The
Golden Spinning Wheel, Neilsen’s Aladdin
Suite, and the premieres of two movements
from the YACR Suite.

For the past 20 years, the California
Symphony has enjoyed presenting unique
instrumentalists performing fascinating
and beautiful music. In that spirit and
concluding this special anniversary season
is a special appearance by Anoushka
Shankar—the daughter of the world’s
greatest Sitar virtuoso, Ravi Shankar.
Anoushka will perform a Concerto for
Sitar and Orchestra written by her father.

An accomplished musician in many genres,
she was recently nominated for a Grammy
Award in the New Age Music category.
Our final week of concerts opens with the
world premiere of the complete YACR
Suite and will close with one of the most
remarkable masterpieces ever written,
Scheherazade by Rimsky-Korsakov.

The California Symphony has had
many successes along the twenty year jour-
ney. Being chosen by Reader’s Digest as
“Best Symphony Orchestra in America” is
one that stands out in my mind. These
accomplishments are thanks to the many
talented musicians, board members, staff
members and most of all the local commu-
nities that have supported the Symphony
over the years. My special thanks to all of
you. I hope you will join us in the celebra-
tion of 20 years of artistic excellence and
innovation.
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The California Symphony is provid-
ing eight Music-in-the-Schools units
to approximately 4,300 elementary

students in the 2005-2006 year. Children
from all parts of the County are receiving
the benefits from this highly valued music
education program. During the school year,
students receive in-depth music education
in the form of classroom visits by profes-
sional musicians and ensembles comprised
of members of the California Symphony. At
each school site, grades K-1 are visited three
times by musicians working together with
an Early Childhood Music Education
Specialist. Grades 2-5 receive four visits by
Symphony ensembles that focus on the
string, brass, percussion, and wind families
of the orchestra. Volunteers from the
California Symphony Alliance act as assis-
tants for the musicians and classroom teach-
ers and age appropriate handouts enhance
the educational experience.

California Symphony Brings Music to Local Schools
Public Schools Being Served 
For 2005-2006 Season
Sun Terrace (Concord)
Stoneman (Pittsburg)
Neil Armstrong (San Ramon)
Gregory Gardens (Pleasant Hill)
Burton Valley (A) (Lafayette)
Burton Valley (B) (Lafayette)

Private Schools Being Served 
For 2005-2006 Season
St. Peter Martyr (Pittsburg)
St. Francis (Concord)

Music in the School Sponsors
Bank of America Foundation
Bank of the West
Civic Arts League
Classical 102.1 KDFC
East Bay Community Foundation
Lafayette Arts & Sciences Foundation
Lisa K. Long Trust
Lowell Berry Foundation
McKesson Foundation
Robert & Helen Odell Fund
Rotary of Club of Rossmoor

Rotary Club of Concord
Barclay & Sharon Simpson
Target – Walnut Creek
The Boyd Family Foundation
The Mechanics Bank
The Silvio & Mary Garaventa Family

Foundation
Thomas J. Long Foundation
Vodafone Group
Walnut Creek Fountain for Youth

Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank

Tim Butturini, Wells Fargo enjoys an MIS program with K-1 students at 
St. Peter Martyr in Pittsburg with Harpist Donnelle Page and violinist Laurien Jones 



The California Symphony is grateful for the continuous support from our generous partners.
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CALIFORNIA
S Y M P H O N Y

Voted America’s

“Best Symphony”

by Reader’s Digest

The California Symphony
Alliance held its second
annual Heart’s Desire

Luncheon and Fashion Show
on February 9th at the Crow
Canyon Country Club. More
than 230 guests enjoyed a
Fashion Show featuring clothes
from C&L Women’s Fashions 
in Danville and Alexis h in
Walnut Creek, both owned by
Marie Krumland, and children’s
clothing by Janie and Jack. 
ABC 7 News Anchor Jessica
Aguirre emceed the event and 
her children Olivia and Isabella
were delightful models. “The
event is named Heart’s Desire,”
explains Chairman Dawn Marie
Yates, “because it is our heart’s
desire to bring music to every
child in our community.” 
More than $9,000 was raised 
to support the Symphony’s
Music-in-the-Schools program! A
special thanks to all the Alliance
members who contributed to the
success of the event.

Patron Table
Ralph & Loella Haskew

Wine Patron
Woody & Karen Teel

Program Patron
Stead Motors of Walnut Creek

Dessert Patron
Yolanda Kollar

Table Decorations Patron
George & Jody Benkley

Guest Favors Donated By
Elegant Clutter
Hobo International

Music
Bob Johns

Hair and Makeup
Sonja Langdon, On Location

Hair and Makeup
Gina Thurston, Geno’s Salon
Changes Salon & Day Spa

Wine Purveyor
WineStyles

Silent Auction Donors
Alexis h
Jody Benkley
Bonne Nuit
C&L Women’s Fashions
California Symphony
Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
Changes Salon & Day Spa
Contra Costa Music Theatre
Crow Canyon Country Club
Diablo Ballet
Diablo Light

Opera
Elegant Clutter
Florali
Geppeto Café
Gift Basket by

Design
Marilyn Hughes
Janie and Jack
Jelly Belly Candy

Factory
Jeu de jupe
Teddi Kennelly
Yolanda Kollar

Lafayette Park Hotel 
Left Bank Restaurant
Le Jardin at the Spa,
Natalie Rose Gift Baskets
Rhythm Room Dance Studio
Rocco’s
Smuin Ballet
Sonja Langdon, On Location

Hair and Makeup
Marie Stokes
Trader Joes
Ann Welch
WineStyles
Dawn Marie Yates

Second Annual Heart’s Desire is a Winner

Heart’s Desire Emcee Jessica Aguirre, ABC 7 News Anchor with
daughters Isabella and Olivia, who were models at the event


