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GEORGIA ROWE: CLASSICAL NOTES

S.F. Ballet concertmaster joins Cal 
Symphony

CONCERTMASTER, chamber musician, author and 
administrator -- in a career spanning more than 30 
years, violinist Roy Malan has achieved an 
impressive list of accomplishments.

This month, he adds another item to his resume. 
Malan, who is best-known as the concertmaster of 
the San Francisco Ballet, has just been named 
concertmaster of the California Symphony as well.

He's thrilled about the new assignment and says 
that working with the Walnut Creek-based orchestra 
under music director Barry Jekowsky will allow him 
to revisit some of the music he enjoys most.

"I love my work with the ballet," says Malan, who, 
after 32 years with the company, is the longest-
seated concertmaster in San Francisco orchestral 
history. "But I miss very much the symphonic repertoire. So I was delighted when Barry asked me to join. I couldn't look 
forward to anything more."

In a recent phone call from his home in Bonny Doon, where he moved with his wife five years ago to be near his teaching 
post at UC Santa Cruz, Malan noted that he and Jekowsky met in the early 1970s. At that time, both were members of the 
San Francisco Symphony.

"Barry's marvelous," says Malan, who has been a guest soloist with the California Symphony on several occasions. 
"There's so much emphasis on Baroque and chamber music these days, the symphonies often have to do something of a 
novelty type to attract audiences. One of the things I like about him is that he plays the classics. He's also quite 
adventuresome when it's called for. But you don't often have the chance to play the kind of programs that he puts on -- he's 
always trying for the unusual."

Malan, who was born in South Africa, studied in London with Yehudi Menuhin, and in the United States at the Juilliard School 
and the Curtis Institute, where his teachers were Ivan Galamian and Efrem Zimbalist.

Today, he's one of the busiest musicians in the Bay Area. Around the same time he joined the ballet, he became principal 
violinist of the San Francisco Contemporary Music Players. He will continue to perform in both ensembles, in addition to the 
new post at the California Symphony.

He recently added "author" to his resume, having completed a biography of the late Zimbalist, who was a concert performer, 
composer, teacher and head of the Curtis Institute. Malan spent 10 years writing the book, which will be released in April.

Malan is also an active chamber music performer. In 1973, he founded the Telluride Chamber Music Festival, which he co-
directs with San Francisco Symphony pianist Robin Sutherland. To his surprise, the annual festival in a small Colorado town 
turned into an international success.

"When we first went there, we started with a budget of $200," he recalls. "We walked up and down the unpaved road with 
sandwich boards on our backs trying to drum up some customers. But it took off, and the local arts council decided to help 
us out. It's a small festival -- we play four concerts in two weeks -- but it attracts enormous crowds. Our 30th anniversary 
last season was a huge event."

Malan has also been a frequent performer with Avedis, a San Francisco-based chamber series founded in 1985 by flutist 
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Alexandra Hawley. He says that his appearances on the series, performed at the California Palace of the Legion of Honor, 
are among the highlights of his year.

This Sunday, Malan will join Hawley, harpist Dan Levitan, violists Paul Hersh and Ryan Mooney, and cellist Gianna 
Abondolo in an Avedis program that includes works by Debussy, Ferdinand Ries, Jean-Michel Damase and Gunther 
Schuller.

"Chamber music is every musician's ultimate dream," he says. "It's something that involves different people coming to a 
consensus of opinion, which is not quite the case with orchestras -- although, with a wonderful conductor like Barry, there's 
always a sense of input from the musicians and respect for them. But so often, the orchestral tradition, especially in the 
past, was a dictatorial situation where the musicians felt put upon. That's still pretty prevalent in some places.

"With chamber music, there's always the sense that you're in charge of your own destiny. And it teaches one to get along 
with people, which is difficult for so many musicians. Myself included."

The Avedis program is scheduled for 2 p.m. Sunday at the Palace of the Legion of Honor, Lincoln Park in San Francisco. 
Tickets are $17 general, $12 seniors/students. Call 415-392-4400. Malan joins the California Symphony May 16-18 at 
the Dean Lesher Regional Center for the Arts; Beethoven's Ninth Symphony and a world premiere by composer-in-
residence Kevin Beavers are on the program. Tickets are $20-$59. Call 925-943-SHOW.

FEBRUARY IS Black History Month, and the Contra Costa Chamber Orchestra will celebrate with two performances this 
weekend. Saturday at Los Medanos College in Pittsburg, Harvey Benstein conducts the ensemble in William Grant Still's 
Symphony No. 1, "Afro-American." Still, who died in 1978, was the first African-American composer to have a symphony 
performed by a major American orchestra. The program also includes music by George Walker and Darius Milhaud; Mazella 
Doerlich will join the orchestra in vocal works by George Gershwin and others. The concert repeats 7:30 p.m. Sunday at the 
Regional Center for the Arts. Tickets are $4-$14. 925-943-SHOW.

Georgia Rowe's Classical Notes appears every week in Friday TimeOut. Reach Georgia at .growe@atdial.net
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