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Music Director Barry Jekowsky has been unveiling single movements -- one each by
Pierre Jalbert, Kevin Beavers, Kevin Puts and Christopher Theofanidis -- over the
course of this season. Sunday's season-ending program introduced Jalbert's "Music

of Air and Fire," the concerto's opening movement, followed in quick succession by
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Composers patch together a concerto
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concerto has all the modesty necessary to make this kind of shotgun marriage work.

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi ?f=/c/a/2007/05/08/DDG1FPL SDN1.DTL & hw=Californiat+Symphony& sn=001& sc=1000 (2 of 4)5/8/2007 5:59:42 AM


http://www.sfgate.com/autos/
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-5N1AN08U75C647266&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JA3AJ26E92U075306&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JHMES95684S007675&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JN1AZ36AX5M759365&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JN8AZ08T84W226318&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JNKCV54E45M425804&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JNKDA31A02T031935&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JNRAS08W14X224740&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-JNRAS08W35X208184&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/AutoDetail.asp?DLVin=2490-TRUSC28N351011951&srcType=x
http://autos.sfgate.com/SearchResults.asp?DealerId=490&bydealername=Infiniti+Of+Serramonte
http://www.sfgate.com/templates/types/adjacency/about/topautos.shtml
http://autos.sfgate.com/SearchResults.asp?HotDeal=1
http://oascentral.sfgate.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.sfgate.com/ent/article/1803449043/x21/SFGate/equifax_ros_tl_051207/Equifax_Text_Link_051207.html/34373666313036303436336638303330
http://oascentral.sfgate.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.sfgate.com/ent/article/1803449043/x21/SFGate/equifax_ros_tl_051207/Equifax_Text_Link_051207.html/34373666313036303436336638303330

Composers patch together a concerto

The orchestra is well behaved and deferential, giving the soloist all the room she

needs to do her vivid, note-bending stuff.

And Anoushka Shankar has a plentiful repertoire of improvisatory, melodically
fertile ideas at her disposal. For her first solo, set in free rhythmic time against a
sustained drone from the cellos in imitation of the tambura used in traditional
Indian music, she launched into an eloquent and sometimes feverishly inventive

monologue.

Later, the score had her exchanging short melodic phrases with the orchestral
woodwind players in a slightly formal but often touching dialogue. Percussionist
Jesse Charnow provided brisk counterpoint with bongos, taking the place of the
tabla.

After intermission, Jekowsky led the orchestra in a vibrant performance of Rimsky-
Korsakov's "Scheherazade,"” full of rugged rhythmic life and instrumental color.
Concertmaster Roy Malan's billowing violin solos were lean and incisive, if lacking
slightly in luxuriance, and there were excellent solo contributions by harpist Dan
Levitan, bassoonist Gregory Barber, clarinetist Jerome Simas and cellist Leighton
Fong.

California Symphony: 7:30 tonight. Dean Lesher Regional Center for the Arts,
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. Tickets: $39-$59. Call (925) 943-7469 or go to www.

dlrca.org

E-mail Joshua Kosman at jkosman@sfchronicle.com.
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